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deal, but I did my best to answer the ques-
tions that were asked of me.

Thank you.

Aegean Peace Process
Q. You were basically being asked to re-

fute testimony—[inaudible]—participate in a
fraudulent deal—

The President. I didn’t say anything dif-
ferent in the trial that I haven’t said in public
on that.

Q. Mr. President, are you planning a
Camp David summit for Greece and Turkey
over the Aegean issue?

The President. I guess the short answer
right now is no, but what I am planning to
do is to stay in close touch with this issue.
I am encouraged that the representatives of
Greece and Turkey have already met once
and intend to meet again in Berlin in the
next few weeks and seem to be moving to-
ward a resolution along the lines of the stand-
ards that the President and I have both en-
dorsed today—along the lines of respect for
international agreements, respect for terri-
torial integrity, no force, no threat of force.
We believe that is very important.

If it becomes obvious at some point in the
future that the United States could construc-
tively play a larger role and that both parties
are willing to have that done, I wouldn’t rule
that out. But I think the important thing is
that the parties themselves have to resolve
this difference, and they have to agree about
the way it’s going to be resolved. And I be-
lieve that the principles I just laid out had
to be embraced by both sides in order for
any success to occur.

But I will say again—let me just say
again—I believe if the differences in the Ae-
gean and the differences over Cyprus could
be resolved so that Greece and Turkey, that
are allies in NATO, could become in a gen-
eral sense better partners, the impact on the
whole future of Europe, the whole future of
the linchpin area of the Balkans, the connec-
tion of that area of Europe down to the Mid-
dle East—and therefore the impact on all of
us—the positive impact would be breath-
taking.

So the rest of the world has a lot riding
on whether Greeks and Turks can resolve
their differences. So quite apart from the

enormous interest that we have in the United
States because of our large number of Greek-
Americans, we know that the whole world
has a lot riding on this. And so if there is
anything we can do, we’ll do it.

But right now, the parties are trying to
work it out for themselves, and I think they
deserve a lot of support for that, and encour-
agement.

Thank you.
Yes, please, Mr. President.
President Stephanopoulos. Allow me to

add that you’re advancing things with your
question. Greece has clarified what we can
accept in terms of dialog with Turkey. We
have clarified that no dialog is possible right
now, because it is condemned to failure. If
Turkey doesn’t accept to send the Imia ques-
tion to the International Court of Justice at
the Hague, then the second precondition is
the resolution of the Continental Shelf ques-
tion through the same way.

So we do not deny dialog. But we want
dialog, provided dialog is realistic and that
it doesn’t affect the sovereign rights of
Greece and that it will be carried out accord-
ing to international treaties and international
law. So we should not talk about something
which need not be realized now.

The President. Thank you all very much.
See you this evening.

NOTE: The President’s 121st news conference
began at 12:50 p.m. in Room 450 of the Old Exec-
utive Office Building. President Stephanopoulos
spoke in Greek, and his remarks were translated
by an interpreter.

Remarks at a Dinner Honoring
President Stephanopoulos
May 9, 1996

Good evening, ladies and gentlemen.
President Stephanopoulos, Foreign Minister
Pangalos, Education Minister Papandreou,
members of the Greek delegation, to all of
our distinguished guests from the United
States and from Greece.

Hillary and I are delighted to welcome
President Stephanopoulos to the White
House. Mr. President, throughout your long
career in public life, you have shown an ex-
traordinary devotion to democracy and to
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serving the people of Greece. As a Member
of Parliament, as well as Minister for the In-
terior, Welfare, and State, you established a
record of exceptional integrity and judgment.
As President of the Hellenic Republic, you
have represented Greece with dignity and
wisdom, befiting the history of your great na-
tion. Hillary and Chelsea were so warmly re-
ceived by you and by all the Greek people
recently. I thank you for that, and it now
gives us very great pleasure to return the hos-
pitality to you.

We are especially happy to have the Presi-
dent here at this particular point in the
friendship between our two nations. Aristotle
speaks at length about how friends strength-
en one another by sharing virtues and charac-
teristics. Well, Greece has turned to Presi-
dent Stephanopoulos for leadership, and I
have my own Stephanopoulos. [Laughter]
Mr. President, I think we’re both doing pret-
ty well.

Though thousands of miles separate our
two nations, America has very deep roots in
Greece. The evidence is all around us. Most
of you came to dinner through the North
Portico, built in Greek revival style during
the Presidency of Andrew Jackson. Next
door, the Treasury, is the largest Greek re-
vival building in the world. There are many
other examples nearby. The Lincoln Memo-
rial was originally modeled on the Parthenon.
And the architecture we see outside is only
the most visible expression of the values we
share.

The earliest generations of our leaders
who founded our traditions and built our in-
stitutions, as the President said earlier today,
were deeply influenced by Greek thought,
by the passion for truth and justice that had
been handed down from the ancients. They
studied history’s first democracy in the origi-
nal Greek. I wish I were as well educated.
Some were so moved by the struggle of mod-
ern Greece for independence that they left
home to join in that distant fight for freedom.
In 1824 Daniel Webster asked on the floor
of the House of Representatives, ‘‘Does not
the land ring from side to side with one com-
mon sentiment of sympathy for Greece?’’

In this century, the relationship between
our nations deepened as we fought together
in two world wars. Then the desire to help

preserve freedom in Greece moved Presi-
dent Truman to stand firm against isolation-
ism and for our postwar engagement abroad.
His actions led to the Marshall Plan, the es-
tablishment of NATO, and a half century of
unparalleled success for democracy. We
stood together in Korea, in the Gulf War.
We continue to work shoulder-to-shoulder
today in the former Yugoslavia. Our alliance
shows the truth of the Greek proverb: Ou
thaneeskee zeelos eleutherias; the passion for
freedom never dies.

Tonight we also thank Greece for the
greatest of all gifts it has given us, wonderful
Greek Americans. Our society has been en-
riched beyond measure by them, whether an
aria sung by Maria Callas, films by Elia
Kazan, the brilliant tennis of Pete Sampras,
in business, in the arts, in our public life.
Greek Americans have brought such energy
and grace to the life of our Nation, and we
are all profoundly grateful. In public life, we
treasure men and women like Senator Sar-
banes and Senator Snowe, former Governor
Dukakis, and former Senator Paul Tsongas,
people who have shown a deep dedication
to serving the United States. And I know that
all America is grateful to the more than one
million Greek Americans who have built our
communities, our businesses, and our cities.
Because of what they have done, America
is a stronger and a greater nation.

Ladies and gentlemen, let us raise a glass
to the great partnership between our nations,
the heritage we share, and the Greek-Amer-
ican community that is one of our greatest
blessings. Zeeto ee Hellada, and God bless
America.

NOTE: The President spoke at 8:25 p.m. in the
State Dining Room at the White House. In his
remarks, he referred to Foreign Minister
Theodoros Pangalos.

Remarks on Presenting the
Commander-in-Chief Trophy to the
United States Air Force Academy
Football Team
May 10, 1996

The President. Good morning, Secretary
Widnall, to our distinguished military lead-
ers: General Shalikashvili, General
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